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ABSTRACT 

Euphemism is a kind of effective language form used in communication, which 

aimed to produce reasonable communicative effect. This article provides an 

information about euphemism and scholar’s opinion about it. In addition, the relation 

between euphemisms and politeness principles is explored. 
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Humans are born with the need to communicate with other people. In this case, 

language as the main means of human communication responds to all changes in 

society. Of course, human society has had its own moral standards since its inception.  

Among such standards, communicational behavior is considered the central issue. 

While speaking about the characteristic aspects of communication behavior, 

representatives of a certain nationality should definitely use euphemisms. 

Euphemisms are derived from Greek, means soft expression, which are used in 

order to make the conversation more polite and words that appear as synonyms for 

words and phrases that seem awkward, inappropriate, or rude to the speaker. (Xianhua 

Meng,2016) For instance, we can use “pass away” instead of “die” or “between jobs” 

instead of without job. The use of euphemisms in language is determined by the culture 

in which it exists. According to Rawson euphemisms has a significant role to influence 

people’s social life by turning taboo and sensitive topics into more polite manner so as 

to avoid offensive feelings. Such topics are mostly related to death, pregnancy, work, 

aging, body and sexual relationship. In order to solve this dilemma, linguistic 

substitution strategy is the rejoice of speakers as in using ‘restroom’ instead of ‘urinate’ 

(Rasha A. Saeed Alsabbah, 2021) 

In 1880s, the first man who used the term euphemism for the first time in English 

was the English writer Gorge Blunt. He gave such a definition: Euphemism is a good 

of favorable interpretation of a bad word. In 1991, Allan Kate Burridge published 
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Euphemism and Dysphemism, a book that is very useful for scholars who study English 

euphemism from a pragmatic point of view. Burridge proposed that euphemism is the 

substitution of an agreeable or inoffensive word or term for one that is indelicate, 

blasphemous, or taboo. Various types of euphemisms are found in the Bible. (Burbidge, 

1991). 

As we told above we use euphemisms in order to achieve polite atmosphere in our 

communication . in this occasion euphemisms are deeply connected with politeness 

and politeness principles.  

Politeness is a cultural phenomenon which is a matter of respectful and 

considerate behavior toward others. There are different kinds of theories about 

politeness. (Nicolas Allot,2010)  

The linguist Geoffrey Leech propose that politeness in speech is conducted by a 

politeness principle and six maxims, which are: Tact Maxim, Generosity Maxim, 

Approbation Maxim, Modesty Maxim, Agreement Maxim, and Sympathy Maxim 

Tact Maxim minimizes cost to other, maximizes benefit to other. (Leech, 1983) 

For example, “I saw two drunken gentlemen in the street ” 

We know that the word “gentleman” is not suitable for drunken, because the 

former is positive and the latter one is negative . the speaker is going to adhere tact 

maxim and by this way he can give humoristic sense to the hearer. 

I am still between jobs, while Nick has already got successful job.  

In this sentence the speaker adheres his ideas to generosity maxim. Being between 

jobs refers to whom doesn’t have a job, while his friend is making progress in his work. 

The speaker is minimizing benefit of himself in the conversation in order to show his 

respect towards Nick.  

Approbation maxims in which the speaker minimizes dispraise of others but 

maximizes praise of others, for example, people can say “you are giving a false 

coloring to the facts” or “you are equivocating with the truth “ instead of telling you 

are lying. Mostly, the aim of euphemisms to give others highly appraisal and to 

minimize dispraise of others.  

Modesty maxim means that speaker do not praise or avoid praising self. 

Sometimes people tell “according to my humble opinion”, “your humble servant”  ( 

Hui He, 2018). By telling they show their modesty psychological cultural 

accomplishments.  

Agreement maxim minimizes disagreement between self and other and 

maximizes agreement between self and other. In some cases people tend to have 

disagreement with others, but they want to be polite while expressing their opinion. 

For example: 
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A: What’s your opinion my new dress? 

B: They are excellent but the blue one is a better option. 

In this dialogue B seems to agree with A by saying the dress is excellent, however 

she is following “but” to express he real thought. 

Sympathy Maxim maximizes sympathy between self and other that’s to say the 

speaker tries to show respect and care to others. For instance: 

(1)Setback Williams had sold his big farm down on Beaverdam, as he 

was getting on in years, and him and Mary Sue had bought a little homestead that 

butted up against the Smokey National Park. (Chappell, Fred, 1990) 

(2)  We know that Elizabeth would pass away when she was only 15, that Henry, 

on the right of the group, would become a soldier and die young, and that James would 

be so maladroit on the throne that he would be forced to abdicate. # The artist could 

not have known these things, but the clarity and directness of this miniature is a 

valuable record. (Enid Saunders Candlin, 1990) 

This maxim can mostly be used with euphemisms which are associated with death 

and aging. In the (1) sentence “getting on” is reflecting becoming old in years to give 

more polite manner. Furthermore, “pass away” in the (2) sentence the author tend to 

show the sympathy for the dead who died in 15 and her family rather than telling “she 

would die”.  

However, Brown and Levinson who centers on the notion person’s self-esteems, 

which is referred as face theory criticize Leech’s politeness maxims on the grounds 

that there are so many that they only serve only to catalogue and reflect the phenomena 

instead of explaining them. And there is a question of the scope of the politeness theory 

that what is thee importance of politeness in language use? (Nicolas Allot,2010) 

In conclusion euphemism is used in order to get polite and inoffensive 

circumstance in communication. If we can make good use of the language, our 

conversation will be successful and people’s interpersonal relations will be more 

harmonious. We tried to explore the effective use of euphemisms in politeness 

principles in which the speaker attempt to offer convenience to others and himself, 

simultaneously it make others feel respected.  
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