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Abstract: Euphemisms are classified into pure and contextual euphemisms. The 

function of pure euphemisms is directly derived from their own meanings. This article 

is devoted to the euphemisms as an object of study in linguistics. 
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The phenomenon of Euphemia and the definition of euphemism in linguistic 

literature.  There are several definitions of the concept of "euphemism" in linguistic 

literature. They reflect the various functions of this phenomenon. The problem of 

Euphemia in linguistic literature has been repeatedly considered in the materials of 

various languages in the works of domestic and foreign linguists. 

Euphemia tools for the English language are a field of traditional research from 

the 60s of the 20th   century. At this stage, collected lexical materials are ordered and 

presented in special dictionaries in English lexicography euphemisms are also included 

in annotated dictionaries. 

In Russian linguistics, the problems of Euphemia were not sufficiently noticed for 

a long time due to the Soviet belief that "euphemisms characteristic of the socialist era 

are exposed and their preference for direct expressions". Euphemisms are not included 

in explanatory dictionaries of the Russian language, there are no special dictionaries of 

this genre. V.G. Belinsky’s view that “it is necessary to use such a word so that no 

other word can be found to replace it” 1is also related to the ethical-aesthetic demand 

norm of euphemic speech. 

The ethical-aesthetic requirement norm of euphemic speech is the art of 

maximizing the use of this colorful and inexhaustible wealth of euphemic synonyms in 

a certain space and time for a certain purpose2.  

It should be noted that euphemic means do not serve only for the positivity, 

sophistication of concepts that are not intended to be said openly. Because even when 

logically negative concepts are euphemized, the essence remains. But this process is 

still guided by the aesthetic requirement norm of the application of euphemia. 

 
1 Белинский В.Г. Избранние сочинения. В 3-х томах. Т. II. –Москва, 1948. – С.694. 
2 Маматов А.Э. Проблемы лексико-фразеологической нормы в современном узбекском литературном языке: 

Автороф. дис…доктора филол. наук. –Ташкент, 1991. – C 20. 
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The idea that” a language will not have two similar words that exactly represent 

a single concept, equal to each other, " reiterates the fact that euphemic synonyms 

cannot be applied indifferent, they have their own subtle stylistic coloring, the norm of 

application1. 

To more accurately understand the nature of euphemism, the studied definitions 

were analyzed and divided into three large groups. The criterion was the types of 

functions performed by euphemism, reflected in the definitions under consideration. 

The first group includes definitions in which the only function of euphemism is 

considered to be the mitigation of rude and unpleasant things: Fowler argues that 

"euphemism is a soft, vague or periphrastic expression to replace coarse clarity or 

unpleasant reality".  

Euphemisms are classified into pure and contextual euphemisms. The function of 

pure euphemisms is directly derived from their own meanings. Contextual (textual) 

euphemisms are a genre or colloquial text with the aim of enriching the expression of 

thought (a fragment of speech that, in terms of content, has completeness, allows you 

to define the meanings of words or phrases in its composition. The words (phrases) 

contained in such a fragment of speech will be characteristic of one that acts as an 

envelope for the other. 

S. Cain, on the other hand, believes that" euphemism is an indirect, or milder, 

term for a way to replace an unpleasant, offensive, or frightening word". 

I. R. Galperin comments that" euphemism is a word or phrase used to replace an 

unpleasant word or phrase with a relatively more acceptable one2". 

A. Spears rates” euphemism - replacing coarse expression with softer and more 

acceptable". 

In addition to the main function of mitigation, the definitions of the second Group 

note the importance of social motives: 

E. According to Partridge, euphemisms are phrases that are "designed to minimize 

the unpleasant impression of the listener, or the possible unpleasant consequences for 

the speaker if the latter wants to make a positive impression". 

A. Katsev argues that” euphemisms are phrases that contribute to the indirect 

substitute mitigation effect of monstrous, shameful, or strange names that lead to life 

for moral or religious reasons3". 

 
1 Белинский В.Г. Избранние сочинения. В 3-х томах. Т. II. –Москва, 1988. –С.84. 
2 Галперин И.Р. Очерки по стилистике английского языка. – Москва: Лит. на иностр. языков, 

1958. –C 72; Исматуллаев Н. Эвфемизмы в современном узбекском языке: 

Автореф.дис…канд. филол.наук. – Ташкент, 1983. -С.18 
3 Кацев А.М. Эвфемизмы в современном английском языке. – Ленинград: Наука, 1997. – 65 с. 
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S. Allan et al. Barridge believes it is” a phrase used by a speaker, audience 

member, or third party as an alternative to a phrase that is not preferred so as not to 

lose its meaning". 

L. Krysin says that" euphemistic substitution is used to avoid communicative 

conflicts and failures, not to create a feeling of communicative discomfort in the 

interlocutor." 

E. Tyurina says that" euphemisms are soft and permissive, reclamation-

allegorical, and sometimes more acceptable words or phrases for some reason or 

another, which are used instead of thematic stigma or socially incorrect antecedents". 

In the definitions included in the third group, one of the main ones is the function 

of masking reality: 

J. According to Lawrence, "euphemism is (for various reasons) a form of word 

that softens an idea or expresses it with veils or more respect. In addition, this softening 

is sometimes only visible1". 

J. Niman, etc. Silver says" euphemization is the use of a term that is not absorbed 

or pleasant instead of direct, offensive in hiding the truth". 

Summing up all of the above, we can conclude that euphemism performs three 

functions: 

1. Soften rude and unpleasant things for the speaker; 

In this case, the speaker evaluates the topic of speech in such a way that its direct 

designation is recognized by him as rudeness, accuracy, indecency. 

2. Soften rude and unpleasant things for the interlocutor; 

This dependence of the use of euphemism on context and speech conditions 

manifests itself as the social conditioning of the idea that euphemism can be. 

3. Hiding the truth; 

At the same time, the speaker chooses such notes, which not only soften some 

inappropriate words or phrases, but also mask, hide the essence of the phenomenon. 

In our opinion, in the definition of euphemism, all its functions must be taken into 

account. That is, a new improved definition can be given that reflects the broad 

understanding of Euphemia adopted in this work: 

Euphemism is a phrase used in order to replace any illegal or inappropriate word 

or phrase with a direct one, to avoid the direct naming of anything that causes negative 

emotions in the speaker and interlocutor, as well as to hide some facts of reality. 

 

 

 
1 Лоуренс Д. Порнография и непристойности. – Москва: Азбуковник, 2003. 189 с. 

 

http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22323
https://t.me/openidea_uz


Innovative Development in Educational Activities       ISSN: 2181-3523     VOLUME 2 | ISSUE 7 | 2023  

 

        Scientific Journal  Impact Factor (SJIF): 5.938         http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22323  

 

   

https://t.me/openidea_uz                     Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal                        April, 2023 292 

 

References: 
 

1. Cosmopolitan. – Rossiya. 2016. – 252 p. 

2. Men’s Health. – Rossiya. 2016. – 252 p. 

3. Gadoeva M.I. Features of connotative meaning of somatisms as part of 

phraseological units // International Journal on Integrated Education.Volume 3, Issue 

III, March, 2020. – P.73-78. (Impact Factor: SJIF 2020 – 5,712) 

4. Gadoeva M.I. Lexico-semantic fields of “eye” in English and Uzbek languages // 

Academicia. An International multidisciplinary Research Journal. ISSN (online): 

2249-7137. Vol. 11, Issue 10, October.  https://saarj.com DOI NUMBER 

10.5958/2249-7137.2021.02176.5. -India, 2021. – P.872-879. (Impact Factor: SJIF 

2021 - 7.492) 

5. Gadoeva M.I. Semantics of somatism in blessings of English and Uzbek cultures // 

Web of Scientist: International Scientific Research Journal Open Access, Peer 

reviewed Journal. ISSN: 2776-0979. Volume 2, Issue 11, November, 2021. – P. 269-

276. (Impact Factor: SJIF 2021 –  5,599). 

6. Gadoeva M.I. Expression of the somatizms "mouth", "ear", "nose", "tongue" in the 

system of different languages // Novateur  Publications JournalNX - A 

Multidisciplinary Peer Reviewed Journal. ISSN No: 2581 – 4230. Volume 7, Issue 11, 

Nov. -2021. –P.125-130. (JIF -7.223). 

7. Gadoeva M.I. Lexico-semantic Classification of Somatisms in Phraseological Funds 

of English and Uzbek Languages // Eurasian Research Bulletin. Open Access, peer 

research journal. –Belgium, 2022. –V.4. –P.140-145. www.geniusjournals.org. (JIF – 

7.995). 

8. Gadoeva M.I. Significant features of somatic vocabulary // Namangan davlat 

universiteti axborotnomasi. – Namangan, 2021. -№12. –B. 411-416. (10.00.00; №26) 

9. Gadoeva M.I. Expression of somatizms in curses // Euroasian journal of research, 

development and innovation. Genius journals publishing group. Belgium, 2021. – 

P.30-33.  

10. Gadoeva M.I. The Expression of Somatizms in English and Uzbek Proverbs // 

European Conference on Natural Research. http://papers.online-

conferences.com/index.php/titfl/issue/view/Stockholm. –Sweden, 2021. – P. 36-41. 

11. Gadoeva M.I. Polysemy of Somatizms in English and Uzbek Languages // 

International Conference on Multidisciplinary Research and Innovative Technology’s. 

November 11th, https://academiascience.org/. –India. 2021, – P. 87-90. 

12. Gadoeva M.I. Background analysis of somatic phraseological units in Uzbek // 

Proceeding of International Conference on Research Innovation In Multidisciplinary 

http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22323
https://t.me/openidea_uz
https://saarj.com/
http://www.geniusjournals.org/
https://academiascience.org/.%20–India


Innovative Development in Educational Activities       ISSN: 2181-3523     VOLUME 2 | ISSUE 7 | 2023  

 

        Scientific Journal  Impact Factor (SJIF): 5.938         http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22323  

 

   

https://t.me/openidea_uz                     Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal                        April, 2023 293 

 

Sciences, Hosted From New York. www.econferenceglobe.com. –USA. 2021. –P. 

297-300. 

13. Gadoeva M.I. Interpretation of “head-bosh”, “foot-oyoq” and “heart-yurak (qalb)” 

in English and Uzbek languages // Models and methods for increasing the efficiency 

of innovative research: a collection scientific works of the International scientific 

conference (11 November) ISSUE 5. – Copenhagen. 2021. – P.61-65. 

14. Firuza N. English Phraseological Units With Somatic Components //Central Asian 

Journal Of Literature, Philosophy And Culture. – 2020. – Т. 1. – №. 1. – С. 29-31. 

15. R.R.Kasimova. Сomparative Study of the Ceremonies Connected with the Cult 

Momo and Ethnographisms // IMPACT: International Journal of Research in 

Humanities, Arts and Literature // – Ohio, US. Volume-3, Issue-7, Jul 2015. – P. 29 - 

34 (№17 Open Academic Journals Index. JCC Impact Factor (2015): 1.7843). 

16. R.R.Kasimova. Uzbek National Cuisine Ethnographisms in English Translations 

// Iranian Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Research // University College of 

Takestan // UJSSHR, 2016.Volume 4, Issue 2. – P. 20-25 (№5 The Global Impact 

Factor: 0,765). 

17. R.R.Kasimova. Description of Ceremonial Ethnographisms in English 

Translation of “Alpomish” // International Journal of Central Asian Studies. – Korea. 

Volume 20, 2016. – P. 55-74 (10.00.00 №3). 

18. R.R.Kasimova, A.R. Ziyadullayev, A.А.Ziyadullayeva. Comparison of 

ceremonies and legends associated with the belief in reverence for water // International 

Scientific Journal Theoretical and Applied Science, MA.USA. – Published: 

17.06.2019. – Р.120-124. 

19. R.R.Kasimova, M.F.Akhmedova. Syntactic Stylistic Devices // Бухоро давлат 

университети илмий ахбороти. – Бухоро, 2020. №3. – Б.79-83. 

20. R.R.Kasimova, M.F.Akhmedova. Stylistic issues in the novel “If Tomorrow 

Comes” by Sidney Sheldon // International Scientific Journal Theoretical and applied 

science, МА.USA. – Published: 17.05.2020. – Р.68-70. 

21. R.R.Kasimova. The Nature of the Culture Bound Words and Problems of 

Translation. -  International Scientific Journal Theoretical and applied science, 

МА.USA. – Published: 31.03.2021. – P. 401-405.  

22. R.R.Kasimova. The Peculiarities of Comparative Historical Method and its 

Types // International Scientific Journal Theoretical & Applied Science, МА.USA. – 

Published: 15.04.2022. – P. 336-345. 

23. R.R.Kasimova. The Distinctive Writing Style of Arthur Conan Doyle // 

International Journal on Integrated Education. Volume 5, Issue 4, Apr 2022. -  P. 197-

201. 

24. R.R.Kasimova. Comparative study of a Writer’s and Translator’s Psychology in 

the English translation of “Kecha va Kunduz” // VI. Uluslararasi Türklerin Dünyasi 

Sosyal Bilimler Sempozyum. Moldova, 13-15 may, 2022. 

 

http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22323
https://t.me/openidea_uz
http://www.econferenceglobe.com/

